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SERMON 


propoſed to him upon that Oc- | 


their Shops near the Ton- Houſe. 1716. | 
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2 "HE Aten b which © & 


NS Maa pi hey theſe Sheets 
ccome tothe View of Strangers 
| 3 to ov, Connery 5 where hi- 
410 i. bas been 75 al for the B exſon who 
is to be Ordaine tel No, Preach, 
This Practice has of late Tears been much 
complain'd of by our Young Miniſters, as 
e Great Impropriety 1mpoſed on them. . In 
vbich Opinion I concur, and was therefore: 
viding, to relieve Me. Cooper, « and to 4¹¹ 72 
him 4 more proper | art. and Service, which 
He alſo. choſe. This, "alſo U N W with us. 
But we. had the cd. 709 # highly 
Approved by the Veherable and Learnec 
aſembly. who were preſent at bis Ordina- 

5 S tion: 


Res begin the Sermon will need 


2 — 


TO THE READER. 


ton: Agreat Number of whom atfs de 


this Publication of what they then beard. 
ET O07 


15 fe f far as 1 hw ever 2 with great 80. 
lemnity and Awfulneſs. Neither am I (o 
vain 4s td think of preſeribing a 'a Method 
to Others. But as I habe no Opinils of ax 
Exacted Vniformity 3 in Religious Hawmini- 
ratious, ſoT preſum d te act my own Judy- 
ment with all Humility in my own Flack, 
andT bieft « 60 for. the Candid OY Eee 
# bas * with. „5 5 


DE wil duly adds my 77975 tr) 7 the Pre: 


Charches, © tr | 
aa Hale, anc Weise, in "be Mi: 
and of all the People of .GOD, fa 


uiſtyy, 
Mr. Coo per aud my Self, and for the Flic 
over eh the HOLT G 29 75 7 bath 


Bede. us Over, a: 
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Thou ther foremy Sin, be EE 
in the _—_ that i is in OP 


þ 
— Shall wks no 4 bor Win this 

of the Exerciſe > 4p apy for my ag ris pore 
place 1 ſtand in, and Aeris thro? the Pa- 
tience and Forbearance of G0 ti me F 
have ſo long ſtood, will fofficiently Apologize 
for me in this particular. I have * 

A bundant Reaſon to think my Self the moſt 
Unmeet among all my Brethren, to Preach of 5 
e Duties and Obligations to them. 

may it look ſo well for One of the . Grice 

among the | Miniſters of the LORD) te bring 
them the Exhortation to be Strong in the Grize 55 
5-1 Him. T ſhould therefore have muck rather 
deſired, and have much more need, to be Preach'd 
unto my Self by thoſe that hear me this day. But 
as my dear Brother, for whoſe Separation to the Holy 
Miniſtry of che” LORD JESUS we-are now or 

ot 


Z 
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tho't it altogether Improper for him to Pee on 
this Occaſion, unto this Grave and Reverend 4 embly; 
So unto Him it is, 40 his "xr that I ſtand up to 
Preach, and unto ek with him : to whom as none 
A preſum'd to with more Concern and 
con, ſo none 2 a more rightful Authority, 
upon his Induct ion into the Paſtoral Office with Me, can 
bring him this moſt tender and yet moſt Awful Fx. 
hortation and Charge; 121 . my Son, be Strong 
in the Grace that iu in Chriſt Jeſus. 


360" IN which Words we may Obſer re, 
| 1. THE Perſons . from hind unto whom th 
| from the Great Apoſtle Pr] unto his "Beloved fh, 
8 Thou therefore my Son. Words fitly ſpoken from the 
One unto the Other ; whether we conſider, _ 


QA. re. e mm ui. . Te VC CET ANZ Ce 


r. THE Authority with which they are deliver d, as 
became the Apoſtles Age and Office, and Timothy's Jem. 1 
and Relation to him. He might be much bold in Crit il © 


 20-Enjoyt him that which was not only Convenient, Ml © 
but highly Neceſſary ; being Such a One as Taul * M 
Aged, and every * a Father to Him. 5 
| Fi 


- MINISTERS are all of them Elders by. Office 00 
as Fathers in the Church : Tho' Young in e il. 
Commence Semors in Office. 1 Pet. 5. x. Th 

2 1 are among. you I exhort, who am alle: an EL 
der. Aged Miniſters are to be reverently Eſteemed, 
both = Teunger Miniſters and People, as donbly. Fi. ha 
zbers in the Church: They are Fathers to the other 7% 
Elders of the Churches; the Parity of the Miniſteria tai 
Order preſerved; :; 


* T HE AﬀeSion. Bt Tende af; are 1s as he. 
Tame 


4 
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came the Heart of a Father. The words breathe a 
fincere and hearty Love: Thou therefore My Son. 
Timothy was not only a Son to Him in reſpeck of his 
Youth, but alſo in a Gracious likeneſs of Spirit; 
His own Son in the Faith, He was it is likely” Begot. 
ten by him unto CHRIST thro the Goſpel, or more 
fully Inſtituted in the Truths of the Goſpel by him, 
and Ordained by his Hands unto the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry., At leaſt he was a Younger Miniſter, and had 
Served with the Apoſtle as a Son with his Pather in 
the Work of the Goſpel ; Miniſtring with and un- 
der him in a Reverent and Dutiful Obſervance of 
his Inſtructions and Directions; having fully known 
his Doctrine, manner of Life, Nupoſe, Faith, Long: ſuffe- 
ring, Charity, Tatience, Perſecutions,. Afflidions, & A 
Son worthy of ſuch a Father. Soboles ſincera Parentis. 


2. LET us conſider the awful Exhortation nid Charge 
2 Be Strong in the Grace that is in Chiiſt Teſus. 
t 1S 


% ' of ww Fries S& ww Wo ow” 


T not a piece of Important Advice only, but a 
t, Command from the LORD, and that to him as a 
ze MW Miniſter of the LORD JESUS. The Apoſtle had be. 


Duties, that became and obliged Timothy in his Sacred 
Function. And indeed the EpiSlcs to Timothy and 
« Titus are a Body of Canons Apoſtolical, ſuffi. 
« cient to dire& the Paſtors of the' Church, how to 
« govern themſelves and how to guide their People. 
Now to Excite Timothy, and in him all of us who 
. | have the Honour and Truſt to be put into the Mi. 
er 77/fry, unto the © utmoſt Care and Diligence in the 
al faithful Diſcharge of theſe Incumbent Duties, he Ex- 
horts, Admoniſhes and Charges in the Words of my 
Text, Be Strong in the Grace that # in Chriſt Jeſus. 


ne | STRENGTH is neceſſary when a Perſon undertakes 


fore been laying down. the Minifterial Graces and 


3 


a work of Labour 8 hard "RO or is to gen 
any Weight or Burden. | And if the Service or Work 


de he of a Spiritual and Religious Nature 
there be Srength in Grat 170 ae 


Holy — As Sacred Truſts call for. great Mesure 0 
of Fanctity and Spiritual Gifts. ven as Cwil a 
Secular Truſts require ſuitable Qualifications, and Na. y 
tural. or Acquired Parts, in Them Tg: ſuſtain em. 7 


BUT: what this. Miniſterial Stengeh i in rue imports, 
and; what the Grace tat is in Chriſt, Jeſus may imply, 
I ſhall conſider under the Dodrine, which is 7s this. 


DOCT. THAT it 15 an awful part of the Dut 8 
on ibe Miniſters of the LORD FESUS CHRIST, aud 
of zbe Charge to be laid upon them in their Luderta. 
king their Holy Office, that they bs TOO In the Grace 


that, is in CHRIST FESUS. 7 


2 IN Speaking to this very Simi an Hop 2 1 


'w HA T is meant 145 the Grace that. v5 i 
"CHRIST JESUS? 10 00 
3. WHAT it is to be Strong in it ? 
3. WHY the Minifers of CHRIST ought 5 in-an 
5 | Eſpecial manner to be Strong in Grace 


; AND 

- * SHO W that this. is therefore an agel pai 
. of 2he Charge: that is to be laid on them in their 
; IG the: Miniſterial. Truſt and Office. 


5 may not be low d to Enlarge on the man! Tir 
eleularg which offer on one & another of a 


1 muſt only name things, and 9 — . my ſelf wit 
forme General Hints; = ny ee eo, be 


w diſtin& and clear as 1 wg ew words, 


ARSE WOE" | 7 
i 


. WHAT id meant by this Drs, The Grace 
© that: 1 is CHRIST ES H do en alien 
1 23051, af 8 milf £2 - wur 
e * IS j nioſt 4 6 and proper 3 
count of Sanctifying and Saving Grace, and it takes 
in 4} Eugeliaa Crack, which go: actonitpmidy Con- 
rerſion to GOD and Salvation by 'JESUS; CHRIST. 
That Grace” Which the Goſpel of CHRIST requires 
fo. be in chee; as eter thou lookeſt fo be Saded 
Wir Hin ThatiGracei whith 15: requited nbfa One In 
, Wiy: Place and Station H Miniferiab Grader: if thou 
e cahed ata Serve andd Miniſter InzI the GoſptL 
[hit Grat which all Partake of . who! Ae in JESUS 
CHRES T3; nd which. proves aur Entereſt in Him-: 
for if any Man have mum the. Spirig of »CHRISE 
he is none of His. That Grace which is derived 
from, CMREST JESUS, who is the Gllovions Hdad 
of the; Chiara, of uffn fulnels? we all have tet 
ceived? andi rade for race :, for unt g r a 
of us 58:givew GrucgHadrbrtaãng ta: the MeaſureoS 
the Gift df 2 CHRIST }o without wh wdl can d 
nothing.) Finally, That Grate -wheveof::CHRES E 
was ſo Glorious an Example when He was here on 
hcl. EorT' His Glory wis them; blen as: the 
Glory of cho Ohilybegorten df che Farher, full: of 
1 erace and Truch: r ge was poured imo his Lips, 
ad r not clic Spirit 2 i ht 21300784 
a „ n ni 10:27Ypn0) 903 : 20 7 
{ IN: hort then, I i he Grace char tin CHRIST: 
t JESUS; becauſe Helis tit Errularꝝ td Parchafers: 
ind the: Di of itz Ie is the Griide which» flows: =» 
i Him, ich leads itui lim. which ons C 
nite Fim; and. r ings n R’ 
u Him ut He ver har ⁰,ᷣ i Aim. „Soi efiar: hel 
aſe Alti 10 LRS Tulbthe ol chan (grace; 


Fuck adorns che — and w huly: 3 
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| of Grace: in the heart, fo alſo ſome Conſiderabſe 
_ Growth in Grace, and a good Degree thereof attained, 
This is the leaſt that can be tho't of it: A Principle 


weithin, and governing our Lives and e in 2 
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0 it, in their different Degrees and Gloties ;' ho 
niſhes us of our Dependance on CHRIST, and 04;;. 
gat ion: to Him; and . us to Him als Aung all 
in alle C7 }. Dn 


<1 7 WHAT. Is it to be STRONG. in che Grae 
SALE of. CHRIST Ents 


821 fert. That to be ſure it 3 as the Truth 


ef - Univerſal Holineſs, and Goodneſs: well rooted 


— - 


= = . x # o& «+ 


viſible and vigorous manner. 


IT ſuppoles the Vertues bath of the Abe nl 
Iuſtve Life in the Habit and Practice of them. We 
mult be Strong to Labem and do the thing that is 
Good; and we muſt be Strong to bear and fue 
graciouſly whatever Eight of N 60 calls 
us to enen with. ; 


' THE Apoſtle i in the Verſes after the Text 2 
to us what he means by our being Strong in Grace 
in three Compariſons or Alluſions : Thou therefore endure 
hardneſs as à Good Soldier, ſtrive for the Maſtery and 
the Crown, (alluding to the Conqueror in the 3 ore. 
cian-Games, whether in wreſtling, racing or combat) 
and then laſtly, labour like the Huſbandman. Now 
each of theſe Alluſions i 2 great degrees both of 
Activity, Diligence and Induſtry, Conſtancy and Ptc- 


ed . 


3 ya mera o 


feverance ; and alſo of Self-deafal, enduring afflictive 
Evils, Patience and Long-ſuffcring. And truly theſc 
$wo- r t is the Strength of Grace to be Exhibited and 


IT 


w IAQ EE 


; in Doing and in _ 


F > | 


va RE TIP 


= IT is. utterly Inconſiſtent; with Sloth & Inactivity, 
> all Decay and Declenſion. It is Stedfaſt, Immoveable 
Ind Abounding in the work of the LORD. Ir will 
\ not be content with common Meaſures, nor reſt in by 
race 0 preſent Attainments; but it aſpires. and covers - 
F arneltly more and more, and is Ambitious to Excel, 
but with a perfect Satisfaction and Complacency in 
ruth le Excellencies of Others. A Strong deſire» of more 
able once, and unfainting Endeavours after Increaſe theres 
ned, Mit, is the natural Means, the genuine ſign, and the 
iple N eiident Fruit of Strength in Grace: Phil. 3. 13. \ 


We WW ner abycor, bear Evil. The Strength of Grace is ex- 
t is preſs d in this unto the utmoſt; Col. 1. 11. Strengthned 7 


a 


þ 
D 4 


1 


4e every Grace of the HOLY SPIRIT, and more. 
ure eſpecially in the Cardinal Vertues of Chriſtianity. 
and Strong in Faith giving Glory to GOD : and ar Love 


: ſong as Death: And ſo thro' the whole, Cole. 
| Power gives us all things pertaining unto Godli- 


tha Might i and 'Force of Armies. 
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my ſelf to Ealarge. Or if I did I ſhowld- find it 
difficult to keep up to the Original Word Fig vnd 1 
which not omly ſpeaks Ability,  Vertye' and Powe, 
in ſome conſiderable Degree ;' but is uſed to expreſs: 
the Reſolution,” Valour and Courage « of Soldiers, and 
ea it is frequently. 
uſed both in the Verb and in the Noun to expreſs h 
Power of GOD, and a Strength Supernatural. Ag 
for Inſtance in all thoſe” Places where we read of 
CHRIS T's Strengthning us to de all things, of the 
LORD's ſtanding by Tau and ſtrengthming him, and 
of His Enabling him for the Miniſtry it is the 
ſame Word that is TEL In like malmer where 
we read of che Goſpels esming in Powefl and in 
the Holy Ghoft, and in demonſtration of the Spirit 
and of Powed”; of the Baptiſts coming in the Spirit 
and Power of Elias, and of our LORD JESUS 
Himſelf His. being Anointed with the Holy. Ghoſt. 
and with Tourer”: The Word 18 * g wry Ke 95 


50 as is well ken des iis * Ln r 
Tetin Sore we is the Right Hand of Power, 25 
* rate, s. the Workin Sil Miracles, and k 
RV five Sores pace | 15 the RD of HOSTS.” 


I NOW" this Uſe of the Wort in the” d Wii. 
tings may, I think well Sag eſt to us Two re 


ae Fe that Ser ce rave commended to 


ch E Text: | . : * TY 


\ 
— 


© Namely, | 93155 
5 on, IH. ER it im alike: the? Fptitl Ga and 


| Cnniftancy of, ;oinely Stapliſbd in the Truth, 


Serted in t A Lee and Practice of Holineſs, and 
Engaged in the Cauſe of Religion, ſo as to Appear 
in the Defence of it, and to be ready to Encounter 


= Dangets tor the ſake Th "Tots Ty 
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ind Holy Reſolution the Apetze here Exhorts iz 
„ my, t that while others wers ſhewing their Puſila- 
r Wl nimity and Cowardiae ( Chap. 1. v. 15.) He ſhould 
be Conſtant to the Truth and Valiant for it;= And 
dt affrigkted at any Pee that might throaea 
y lim in kis Mini nifiry. * 18 %% 217 ua 1 ow dy 
3 Bt 24 Min 1 242 
* INTO mis“ Inter derem Hrpbſtors have 
vt Wl one,” and ſo tlie 125 is the 71 . 05 
"= e to bia when he took rhe "Charge of Ifiaeet; 
d and whs to enter upon the War with the aceurfed 
Ie 3 the Type of our Spirieual ” Warfare x 


le "rt 1. 9 e \ Only. be „1 frrong and very 9 


it "Tas other ching Fairly TaipRed And neceſſary 
* to "Obie is this, That his Strength is not of our 
an, Bait me afe Nrong only in the' LORD ani in the 
ft. mer * wh a wb as it is tad, Eph. 6: lo. „And 


truly we lory in our Taffrmities that: [the 
Mover: of CURE wick 2% ren pon A. When we 
, Wire: ' Weak then © we e e 8996 The Divine 
n rength is made perfect in Fell el and ont of 
ly, the mouths of Babes And Sucklings GOD ordams- 


Strength, to s the Enemy and the Avenger. 


b Deboreß Sang off Old, 'the FORD Tor: 
Avenging 97 ' Trae], E Soul chou! haſt 


waden down rengch. le is be Go f © 
Frength, and i in His Favour” our Horn is 8 


12 4 Ids 


1 TO'Conclyde his Head, 7h Bet of "OY 4 „ 85. 
nd Wt” Egate ave but weak in Grate, 25 do truly ſo ac. 
th, Wount themſelves ;* and thoſe that are ſtrongoſt do 
ound moſt jn the ſenſe of their, own Weakn 
u when they are Weakeſt im their own humbſe IT: 


tor it Tho'ts of chemſelves then art! they: 
or Poever fome are Stronger than others for's 8 
1 them 
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them in whom there is true Grace there may be 
very different Degrees and Meaſures thereof. 


Nay that may be eſteemed a good Strength of 
Grace in one Trrſon, which may not be ſo in Another, 
conſidering his Greater Bonds, and Advantages, Gifts 
and Talents, or more peculiar Relation to G00. 
For Inſtance, That may not be worthy to be called 
Strength of Grace in a Miniſter of the Coſpel, which 
may be ſo in ſome Private Chriſtians. Which leads 
me to the Third Particular propqunded . under the 
Doctrine, which IS, Tei" EY Tt oe 


III. THAT the Iſiniſters of the Goſpel : ought in 
-— eſpecial manner to be Strong in Grace. 


SS Sr . 


10 


THEY. if any, they above all Men. Timothy to ut 
whom this Charge is given was an Emumnen M 
Miniſter of CHRIST, a Alan of God, and 1 
an Evangeliſl. Our Brother aud Fellow-Labourer in Nin c 
e Goßel of CHRIST ( ſays the Apoſtle of him de 
to the Theſſaloniaus) whom I have ſent to ſtabliſb yu My. 
and comfort you cancerning your Faith. He therefore Mic : 
needed to be Strong in the Faith himſelf, that he f 
might ſtrengthen others. Nay, Timothy was Strong Wnor 
in the Grace in CHRIST, and yet is required to 
be Stronger. If HE needed this Admonition and 
Exhortation, how much more do the moſt Pious 
the preſent Minifters of CHRIST, the Paſtors and 
Trackers of the Churches in theſe After- Generations, 
who come ſa much ſhort of the Meaſures and 


Strength of Apoſtles and Evangeliſts. ... 


f CH RIST expedts this of His Miniſters, and His 
Churches do expect this of their Paſtors, that the 
Excel. and Shine . in Holineſs. Holineß is the Fes 
4 ; 1 5 : Jo e 9 
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fin of the Order, and 60D Angels and Men are 
Witneſſes to the Solemn Engagements of all that 
ne Admitted into it. Wer are to go Before our 
Flocks, and Lead them in the Ways of GOD; to 
be Examples to them, and Patterns of Good Works. 
We are to teach them > Experience what we 
have felt and bandled of the Word: of Life. We: are 
v Miniſter to their Growth and Increaſe in Grace, 
ad to Feed as the Babes in CHRIST with Milk, 
jp the Adult with Strong Meat even thoſe: who at 
full Age and by. reaſon of Uſe,” have their Senſes exenriſed- 
h diſcern between Good and Evi. i ir DO 


©. *% CAD ALI 3 410 S343. 06-6 S181 in + 45 | 
THE Miniſters of Religion ſhould be the Salt 
of the Earth, and the Lights of the World. Sole et 
file nihil Utilius. By/ their Dofrines/ and Lives they p 


e to Seaſon and Preſerve others, and to Illumi- 
to ute a Dark World, Mat. 5. 13, 14. \ bas \ws 
nr . - ; : : * ' | 5 7 , 


MINISTERS have all the Duties of Chriſtians; 
n common with others incumbent on them; - beſides: 
the Peculiar and Eminent Obligations ſuperadded 


ou Wy their Sacred Function. Now, how hard is it to 
de be a Good Chritian? And how much Grace do the 
be t in our Flocks need for their Salvation? Much * 


nore difficult is it to be a Good Miniſter of IESUS 
CHRIST, nouriſhed: up in the Words of Faith and 
af good Doctrine: and much more do they; need 

that the Grace of the LORD JESUS ſhould - be 
acceding Abundant to them, who are both 7020479! 
ibemſelves and them that hear thben. 


1 1 F en Aline 
labour and ſtrong to Bear, ſtrong to labour in the 
ties of Holineſs, ſtrong to bear in che Cuuſc 
r nigh 5209 dai hap 

Ens . : 1 STRONG 


is AN Ok DENATIOR — 


1. SFRONG tb Labout in che Duties 'of Holim 
thei: 110/15 was among the Maniſters- of his 
_ exiesy  Eaffor ſhou d be: among his People in our 
In laloigs: m abhmint, labouring ket ther the 
all ob". CHRIS F: in them. tet: 02 8 80 
ow 386dvw 95::5190xK4 rent {1015857 4 
TIR Laboe a. by no Anbei ab be: image 
only-1td de in The Ppt, nor yer only in their 
Suu and Preparations for the Pulpit; and yer. thoſe 
are agrar Babour in the Nord and Doctine. Lou mag 
Thy Witneſſes of the Eabours both of Heal and Hemt, 
whether what ws: bring you coſts us nothing. 
Nor are the Pains with our evil Hearts very often leis, 
te grrechem ingo29 due Frau, and to bring Are 
Afedbiuus with us in dur Work, than choſe of 
andi Compoſing: weve” before. And after our beſt 
Pains of this 'natuxe} HE may ſometimes come Gay 
Dull and Heavy ta you, in Weakneſs: aid in Peat, md 
in much J. rembling, Tempted and too much Diſcou. 
raged. But bowed&:dbwn under tunit Spirit of Tafir. 
mia we keep o by ele help f 600, ing Scaſon 
and uαν ef, Tine upon Line, and Precept up. [ 
wa wi el Long eg kn Doctrine = 
v1 hb $1922 f h 
INDEED: the firſt and grebe Labour brab of Mi. F 
nifttts and Private Ettiſtans are One amd ale ſe: I 
dil with their e. Hearts, tO ger Uthe Maſtety: ef jh 
theirown: Corruptiofis; Fiffions and Apperites ; co ge 5. 
their Hearts Saetied, and te kap Hem in” holy I di 
Frames for Communioh, with GO, and for che Pre. V 
ſence and Influences of His Split with them; con. 
tinuing in Supplicatipns and Prayers Night and! Pa, 0 
** "Ng e GH 25 8 i » 
13 01 IHC 93 it ,n36 Bios 
1 che e and Burdeſt P eib dun Wo, th 
and Which on once gained makes all the reſhs "Eaſy: wo 


Pleaſant 
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\s WW pleaſant. By this the Miniſter of CHRIST muſt 
Go Wl jy in Strength for the Reſt, and apply himſelf 
5; vith great Advantage to his Studies, to Reading 
Y and cloſe Meditation, 3 all his Powers to 
mie Honour of 60D and the Service of the Church. 


ed VERILLV theſe Secret Labours, as they are the 
ir Means of growing Strong in Grace, ſo they call 
ie for much in us. As much Study is a Wearineſs to 
ay tte Fleſh,” ſo the Study of the Holy Bible, and of 
Ft, the Truths and Laws of GOD, is what the Fleſh: 
9. W i; moſt averſe unto : Tho' it muſt be confeſſed too 
is, WM chat it is the moſt Noble, Uſeful and Pleaſant Study 
Y, to a pure Mind, and: its own abundant” Reward; 
bor there is not again the like Mine of rich and 
elt lep Literature in the Study of Univerſal Nature as in 
bY WH wr Bibles, * in which are found all the Treaſures of 
ne W wiſdom and Knowlege; which pays us well for 
u- our pains when we dip for em as for Silver, 


N 
13 


: Fx ; „ie a 

on: W MOREOVER, The paſtoral Care is no ſmall 
Labour in the Govermient of the Church, and in 
natters of neceſſary Diſcipline. This we ſhould ever 

lave at Heart, to keep our ſelves pure, and having 
Wh. Eſpouſed you to one Husband, to preſent you as 
"I: chaſte Virgin to CHRIST. What Carefulneſs 
of ſhould this ever cauſe. in them that Watch for. 
er Souls > What Clearing of themſelves? What In 
oy dignation ar times? Yea what Fear always? What 
— 1 Deſire, and what fait ep Heb. — . 
el thing diligently leſt am man fail of the Grace of God, 
ay, MN isf 475 duk f cal ſpringing up trouble you, nnd 
* Wl thereby many be defiled. Rev.2.2. 1 know:thyWorks and ti 
© YN tour and thy Patience, and how thau:: oanſt nat Bear 
. | 7 SOSA TRETE RN 
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ALL Goverment» is a Labour and Burthen. The 
Shoulders muſt be ſtrong to bear it. But it may 


3 Rule calls for more Wiſdom and Grace than 
t which lies on the Paſtors of the Churches. 


Math. 24. 45. ho i that Faithful and Wiſe Servant. 
whom vis Lord hath made Ruler over his Houſhold, 19 
gave them their Meat in due Seaſon? 2 Cor. 2. 16. 

And who is ſuſfczeut for theſe things? 1 Tim, z. 15. 


That thou mayeft know how to behave thy ſelf in the 


. 


Church of the Living God, which is the Pillar and Ground 
of #be Nut. Y 36 2 


IT is a Grief to any Holy Soul to ſee ( what it 
cannot ſuffer ) Sin upon another: It is a Tin to a 
Soul full of Charity and Benignity, to ſuppoſe and 
charge that which is Evil upon any: How much 
more to Convict, Cenſure and Reſtrain from the Pri. 
viledges of GOD's Houſe. -.; It is more Comfortable, 
but not leſs Laborious,' ro miniſter unto the Pre. 
vention of Sin, and ſometimes to Reſtore and Heal 
without Expoſing ; or in Cafe of Publick-Offence to 
bring Sinners unto open Repentance ; to bind up 
that which was: broken, to beal that which was ſick, aud 
to bring again that which was driven away, Ezek. 34. 4. 


ALL this belongs to the Paſtoral Labour; and in 
all this the Miniſters of CHRIST muſt gladly fend 
and be ſpent for Souls. Our Labours never ceaſe, but 
are ever new, and call for mew Supplies of Grace con- 
tinually, we are not to reſt an Sabbaths or on Wetk- 
Days, ſave that our whole Work is in it ſelf a pe. 
petual Reſt to holy Minds. And fuch ought our Tri- 
vate and common Labours be accounted by us, in 
making Paſtoral Viſits, from Houſe to Houſe, to know 
the State of our Flocks; and to acquaint our ſelyes 
with the Characters of Perſons, and treat them Wiſeh, 


Agreca 


I 
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„ porceably, Faitlrfully; Inſtructing, Adviſing, AJ. 
y. moniſhing as we fee Occaſion ; wa with the: 
n Sick, and expreſſing a juſt Concern oth. for Sou 
S.. p, Com- 
it: forring the Feeble-Minded, Relieving the Indigent; 
7 bearing with the Infirmities of the Weak, Conde- 
5 
he 
id 


and Body, Weeping with them that Wee 


a 
* On m 
us 2 VN ' 
- — . - VAR 226. < Me ” - * * 


*r 
4 r — —— 
g 0 woe ered . 


ſcending to them of low Degree, and ſubmiſſively 
Overlooking very often the Hau'tineſs of Men. 


———— ———p—— 


2 * 


IN all theſe and many more Inſtances we are to 

be Labourers together with GOD, under the Influences 
of His Grace and Spirit, for His Glory, and the | 
it WGood of Souls. Nor may I omit to mention the x 
* MW private Labours of Catechizing the Children, and ſpeak. 1 
dl ing to them concerning their Souls frbm their Far. 
h Wi; Days, putting them in mind of their Baptiſjn, arid 
of the Holy Bonds they are under thereby to be the 
le, WORDS, and in this way to bring them on to an 
© E Recognition of thoſe Bonds, if it may pleaſe Wl | 
al Ncod to Imprefs their tender Hearts berimes: And W | 
to chen it is too pleafant a part of our Work almoft W | 
uw Wt be calld a Labour to receive the Profeſſions 
ud af our People in order to the Renewing 'of their Bap. 4 
%a Covenant, and coming to the Lords Table And yer 1 
, ideed the Concern and Fear that this alſo gives 
mn Ius, when we Examine into your Spiritual State, in- 
t your Experiences of 4 Work of Grade upon your 
Hearts, info the Sincerity and Strength of your Ho. 
ly Reſolutions'; and aMfo the awf y Charges from 
OD which we then Tay you under to beg Grace 
4 f GOD that you may be Faithful, and walk _Up. 
= Wiitly with Him; let theſe Witneſs for us, and be 
n r Teſtimony in your Hearts, whether de do not 
on need Labour your Sincere Converfion to GO, and 


bs our Eterflal Salvation. F 
1 ; = Ba | 3 re AIR IF 
_— „ But 
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BUT I ſhould exceed the Bounds you can allow 
me, if I ſhould launch further into the Borendleſs Dy. 
zies of the Minifterial Office. We had need be Strong 
in the Grace that is in CHRIST JESUS to 90 
thro' theſe Labours. 1 


BUT | then f urther, 


2. THE Miniſters of CHRIST had need be Strong in 
Grace to Bear and Suffer well in the Cauſe of Helineſs 
For they are called, and it is given to them in the 
Behalf of CHRIST, not only to Believe on Him, 
but to Suffer for His Name. 1 


. MINISTERS are bound by their Separation from 
5 the World, and Dedication to Spiritual Services, 
ö to deny themſelves on many Worldly Accounts, and 
1 to ſuffer many Mortifications which are not expected of 
11 Others: To pleaſe all Men in all things, not ſeek. 
f - . 
1 ing their own Profit, but the Profit of many, 


| that they may be Saved; and enduring all things 

| (as our Context ſpeaks }) for the EleQs ſake, that theyM 
1 may obtain the Salvation which is in CHRIST 
F JESUS with Eternal Glory. 


THE Apoſtle therefore in this Epiſtle Exhort 
E] Timothy to Watch in all things, to endure Affiidun 
and make full Proof of his Miſtry. It ſeems we can' 
| do this, without being Exemplary in Bearing Afflidt 
g ons with Faith and high Devotion, Patience an 
1 Reſignatioůn. ä | 


INDEED the State of the Miniſtry is not at al 
with us as it was in the firſt Times of the Goſpe 
in reſpect of Suffering for the Truths and Ways © 
GOD. We live in Honour, Eſteem and Reſpe: 


am? 


| | 


I" 
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— 
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among a Kind and Religious People, we are Decent. 
ly Supported, ſome of us ( I wiſh it cou'd be faid 
of all my Brethren ) without Entangling our ſelves 
with the Affairs of this Life. We have not yer. 


been called ro ſuffer Bonds and Impriſonments for 


the Name of CHRIST, nor have we yet reſiſted un- 
to Blood ſtriving againſt Sin. And as GOD only 
knows how we ſhould endure the Fiery Tryal, ſo we 
have reaſon to Pray, that we may be kept from it, 
and to Adore him in his Gracious Providence that 
we have been ſo. | | | 


Nevertheleſs, 


IT is certainly the Duty of Miniſters to look for mn. 
ny Tryals in the Diſcharge of their Duty, and ſo to prepare 
and get ready for them, as that if GOD calls them 
to ſuffer Perſecution they may by His Grace approve 
themſelves as the Miniſters of GOD, in much Patience, 
in Affiitions, in Diſtreſſes, in Stripes, in Impriſonments, 
in Tumults, by Honour and Diſhonour, by evil Report and 


good Report, as Deceivers and yet true, as unknown and 


jet well known, as Sorrowful yet always Rejoycing, as 
Door yet making many Rich, as having nothing and yet 
foſefing all things, 2 Cor. 6. 4. 8. „ 


INDEED, the petty Perſecution, of the Slight and 
Scorn of many, of Contempt and-Reproach, of Lies, 
Slanders and cruel Mockings, is {till the common 
Lot of the moſt Faithful Miniſters of our LORD 


JESUS. In His vifible Church there always is a 


malignant Party of Lewd and Profane People, who 
will Perſecute them that are Eminently Pious and 
Godly, Peaceable and Faithful, with their Tongues, 
tho their Hands are tied. To inſtance in our own 
Times, and not to look among our. Sizes : So hive 
1 | have 
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have ſeen the moſt Venerable Men in the Church if 


55 oo for Learning, Piety, Labours, Uſefulneſ; 
Prudence, Meekneſs and Humility Inſulted and Ont. 
rapg'd while they liv'd, pelted to their Graves, and 
their Names Perſecuted after their Deceaſe, for their 


Spirit of Moderation, and Faithful Services to the 


Church. So were Arch-Biſhop Tillolſon, and Biſhop 
Burnet, Men of whom the Age was not worthy , 
of Conſpicuous San&iry, Abundant in their Labours, 
Steddy in their Conduct, of unſpotted Integrity, 
of an Apoſtolical Spirit, and ready I believe to have 
Died either for their Country or for CHRIST ; yer 
theſe Great and Good Men have been loaded with 


_ Obloquy. But their Names muſt needs live in the 


Hiſtory of the Church, if Truth do not periſh 
from the Earth! | | 

IN thort, Miniſters muſt not be mov'd by ſuch 
Treatment as this which T have repreſented, how 
Tajurions, Ungrateful and Baſe ſoever it be; neither 
muſt they count their Life dear, fo they may finiſh their 


 Citmſe with joy, and the Miniſtiy which they have received 


& the LORD FESUS, to teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace 
of GOD, Ads 20. 24. | 


BUT what Stren th of Grace does this call for? 


Whar a Degree and Meaſure of the Primitive and 
Apoſtolical Spirit? 2 Tim. 4.6. I am ready to be 


Offered. Acts 21. 13. What mean ye to weep and break 
my Henrt ? For I am ready not to be bound only, but 
4% to die at Jeruſalen for the Name of the LORD 


7 — 


FRE SUS. 
SURELY CHRIST puts it to all His Miniſters 


as He did to the Twb Brethren; Can ye drink of my 
Cup, And be Boptizell with the Baptiſm wherewith I ws 
Dap⸗- 
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zotized? We may not preſume to ſay, Je ave Able: 
hut this we ſhou d be ready to ſay — Lord, make 
ne Able! Thy Grace is ſufficient for me 5 
ne in the Hour of Temptation. Enable me to Die 
vr Thee rather than Deny Thee. „5 

' THUS Minifters need to be Strong to Labgur in 
the Duties of ji and Strong to Suffer 
in the Cauſe of Holineſs. An Hieroglyphick ox 
ſyſtical Figure whereof we have in that Illuftri. 
ous /ifou which St. John had of the Four living Crea- 
nes before the Throne, Rev. 4. 7. Repreſenting the 
Courage of the Lion, the Strength of the Ox, the 
Loftineſs of the Eagle, and the Wiſdom of a Man, 
This is the Stately Emblem of true Gael Miniſters. 


+ 


AND now I paſs to the Fourth and laſt Head 
propounded under the Doctrine, 


IV. T HIS therefore is the Awful Charge to be laid 
upon all that undertake the Miniſterial Truſt and 
Office ; that they be Strong in the Grace which is 
in CARIST FESUS. „„ 


THERE is a Charge to be laid upon them, end 
this Charge ſuppoſes a Strength in Grace, and binds 
unto it: And how Awful is it to be ſo bound? 
What can be more Solemn than the repeated Charges 
given to Timothy: © charge thee before GOD, and 
* the LORD JESUS CHRIST, and the Elect An- 
l gels, that thou obſerve theſe things: And again, 
„J give thee Charge in the ſight of GOD, who quick- 
*neth all things, and before JESUS CHRIST, who 
before Pontius Pilate witnefled a good Coafeflica ; 
That thou keep this n without Spot, 
Unrebukable, until the Appearing of our LORD 
' JESUS CHRIST; And yet once more, I charge 


thee 


1 
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i thee before GOD and the LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
* who ſhall judge the Quick and Dead at His 
% 'Appearing and His Kingdom. | 


© TRULY it is enough to make one Tremble to 
hear himſelf ſo Charged in the Name of GOD, 
For we can't but confider our ſelves Weak, Frail 
and Sinful like other Men, that we are Men of 
like Paſſions and Corruptions, and at the ſame time 
are like to have more Trials and Temptations to 
Endanger us. How then ſhall Miniſters be able to 
Anſwer the Titles given them, and the Preceprs for 
their Conduct and Behaviour in the Holy Scriptures? 


I. THE Titles given them. The Name Miniſ 
ſpeaks Service, the Name Preſvyter or Elder ſpeaks 
Gravity and Spirituality; the Title of Taſtor ard 
Shepherd ſpeaks Care, Watchfulneſs, Tenderneſs and 
conſtant Attendance, with Patience and Unweari. 
ednefs ; the Style of Biſbops and Overſeers ſpeaks Wil. 
dom, Concern, and Diligent Inſpe&ion ; the Name 
of Stewards ſpeaks much Truft, and Obligation to 
Fidelity and exact Care; the Name of Builders ſpeaks 
both Skill and Care, and Induſtry and Toil; that 
of Soldiers and Watchmen yet more expreſſes an Obli. 
gation to bear Hardſhip and Fatigue, and to ſhow 
Valour and Reſolution ; the Style of Rulers, ſpeaks the 
"moſt Weighty Cares of Government; the Title of 
Ambaſſadors implies together with a ſuperior Wit. 
dom and Diſcretion, a ſedulous Application to Bu 
ſineſs, and a high Zeal for the Honour and Service 
of our LORD; and finally, the Title of Angeln g 
the Churches ſuppoſes Excellency in Knowledge, Holi 
neſs, Zeal, Diligence, Spirituality and Heavenlineſs; 
for Angels excel in ſtrength, Bearkning to the voice © 
60D; they are Spirits and Flames of Fire. Tl 8 
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THESE are the Titles given in the Holy Scriptures , 
to the Miniſters of the Goſpel. And now ſhould we 
eed, IT DT „ 3 
Is TO look over the Rules laid down for their Condudt 
ul Behaviour, What Meaſures of Holineſs do they 
not imply? What holy Labours, and what gracious 
Bearing ? LT | PH 


They are required to be Blameleſs, Sober, Vigi- 
« Jant, of good Behaviour, given to Hoſpitality, apt 
« to Teach, holding the Myſtery of Faith in a pure 

« Conſcience. They are required to be Examples of 
« Believers in Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in 
« Spirit, in Faith, in Purity. They are Charged. | 

« a5 Men of GOD to follow after Righteouſneſs, uf 
« Godlineſs, Faith, Love, Patience, Meekneſs ; Cha- | 
«rity and Peace with all that call on the LORD. 
« out of a true Heart. | Rt i; 


« THEY are required to Preach the Word, to 
be Inſtant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon ; Reprove, 
& Rebuke, Exhort with all Long-ſuffering and 
„Doctrine: That they give Attendance. to Read- 
„ing, to Exhortation, to Doctrine: That they, 
« continue in the things which they have Learned. | 
«and been aſſured of: That they ſbeak the things Mi 
© which become ſound Doctrine, Exhort and Re it 
« buke with all Authority; in all things ſhewing 
« themſelves Patterns of Good Works; in Doctrine 
«© ſhewing Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity ; Sound., 
Speech which cannot be Condemned, that he thar , 
is of the contrary part may be aſhamed, having 


i 6 no Eyil thing to ſay of them. 


« THEY are required to be Blameleſß as the Ste- 
" wards of GOD : not SO nog Won Angry, 
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& not given to Wine, no Striker, not given to 
ce filthy Lucre; but to be Lovers of Hoſpirality 
« Lovers of Good Men; Sober, Juſt, Holy, Tem. 
« perate, holding faſt the faithful Word, that they 
« may be able by ſound Doctrine, both to Exhort 

6 ove to Convince Gainſay ers. 


„ THEY are directed as the Servants of the 
«LORD not to Strive, but to be Gentle unto all 
ce Men, Patient, in meekneſs Inſtr ucting them that 
c oppoſe themſelves, if GOD peradventure ma 
ce give them Repentance = To ſerve the LORD 
b with all Humility - To keep back nothing that 
te is profitable for Souls: To teach Publickly 
« and from Houſe to Houſe : To be pure from 


«« the Blood of all Men, not ſhunning to declare 


c“ all the Counſel of GOD; and to affirm conſtant. 
& ly that they which have believed in GOD be 
careful to maintain good Works. 


e THEY are required to take heed unto them. 
ce ſelves and unto all the Flock over which the 
e HOLY GHOST hath made them Overſeers, to 
«© feed the Church of GOD which He hath pur. 
& chaſed with His own Blood; and to remember 
«© the Words of the LORD JESUS which He ſaid, 
It is more bleſſed to give than to receive. 


« AND ſeeing they have received this Miniſtry, 
te as they hope to find Mercy they are required not 
« to Faint: Never to be aſhamed of the Teſti. 
« mony of CHRIST, nor of His Suffering Mem- 
“ bers, but to be Partakers in the Afflictions of the 
_ © Goſpel, according to the Power of GOD To re- 
e nounce the hidden Works of Diſhoneſty, not 
< walking in Craftine, noc handling the Word of 
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«GOD deceitfully, but by manifeſtation of the 
« Truth commending themſelves to every Mans 
« Conſcience in the ſight of GOD. That they be 
« not of the Many who N the Word of G00, 
« but as of Sincerity, as of GOD, in the ſight of 
« GOD, that they ſpeak, in CHRIST. : 


« THEREFORE they are further required, That 
« they Preach not themſelves, but CHRIST JESUS 
the LORD, and themſelves your Servants for JE. 
« SUS ſake. That as Workers together with 
„CHRIST they beſeech Men. That they ceaſe not 
© to Teach and Preach JESUS CHRIST. That they 
© take heed how they build, for other Foundation 
„can no Man lay than that which is laid 
„JESUS CHRIST. That they be not aſhamed of 
© the Goſpel of CHRIST, nor to declare His Teſti. 
" mony. That they determine not to know any 
„thing among their People, but JESUS, CHRIST 
«and Him Crucified. That their Speech and their 
* Preaching be not with Enticing Words of. Mans 
6 1 but in Demonſtration of the Spirit and 
in Power. „ ae; : 


% FINALLY they are required to ſtudy to ſhew 
* themſelves approved to GON ; Workmen that 
need not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word 
of Truth. That they give no Offence in any 
„thing, that the Miniftry be not blamed. That 
they gladly ſpend and be ſpent for Souls, Warn- 
ing every Man, and Teaching every Man, that 
they may preſent every Man. perfect in CHRIST 
JESUS. That they ſo run, not as uncertainly, 
* and ſo Fight, not as one that beats the Air; but 
that they keep under their Body and have it in 
ſubjection, leaſt 5 by any Means when they 

| : 2 % have 
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% have Preached unto others they themſelves be 
« Caſt.aways. | 5 „ 


IN all theſe points, Many and Great as the 
« be, they are required to take heed to the Mini. 
e ftry which they have received in the LORD 
„ that they fulfil it. That they take the Over. 
&« ſight of the Flock and feed it, not by conſtraint, 
« but willingly; not for filthy Lucre, but of 3 


& ready Mind ; neither as LORD's: over GOD' | 


« Heritage, but as Examples to the Flock; and 
e when the Chief Shepherd ſhall appear they ſhall 
receive a Crown of Glory, which fadeth not away, 


THIS is the Vork and Labour and Titience ; and 
Charity and Service and Faith, which CHRIST ce. 
quires in the Angels of His Churches. In all this 
His Miniſters muſt be Faithful to the Death. 
They muſt remember how they have received 
& and heard, and hold faſt till CHRIST comes, 
e that no Man take their Crown. He that hath 
& an Far let him hear, what the Spirit ſaith unto 
« the Angels of the Churches. 


AND now let us conceive if we can what 
Strength of Grace is neceſſary to the Anſwering theſe 
Holy Truſts, theſe Holy and Strict Precepts? Excelling 
Sanctity makes the Character. As from the Begin. 
ning, the Levites by their Separation from their 
Brethren and Conſecration to GOD, were declar'd 
to be under Bonds to a Diſtinguiſhing Holineß. More 
 Waſhings were required of them, denoting a higher 
Degree of Purity expected of them; and the High. 
Prieſt, the Head of their Order, bore upon his 
Iſitre the Inſcription of, HOLINESS TO THE 
F G OD 
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co requires what He Promiſes, Paſtors after His 
wi: Heart. Even as David was a Man after GOD's 
own Heart in reſpe& of his Emin ence for Sancti 


ty and Devotion. 


WHEN the SON of GOD came Himſelf to 
Miniſter in His Church, this was His Glorious Cha. 
117er, Full of Grace. He did no Sin, He went about 
doing Good, He was Holy, Harmleſs, Undeftled, Se- 
parate from Sinners, made higher than the Hea- 
ens. Such an High Prieſt became is, and ſuch to be 
ſure ought they to be that are His Anſters; Con- 
formed to Him in Holineſs. So were His Ft Mi- 
niſters. 1 Thef. 2. 10. How Holily, how Fully, how 


— 


Inblameably, behaved they themſelves. 
U 


I HAVE ſaid but little on ſo Great à df. 
and yet I fear have already taken up too much of 


the Time; I will therefore draw to a'Conciufion and 
| Li's FTC 


tha on 


Apply the Doctrine. . YO 
1. IN an Addreſs to my Bret hren in the Miniſtry 


2. TO che Candidates for the Miniſtry. 3 


2 os 
; 2 . : 


. n 7 : 
3. TO the P-yſunow to be Ordained. ' And,. 
4. T0 the.Chuch and Coupregatiou uſually meet- 


ing in this Place. 


I. TO my Reverend Brethren in the Miniſtry, You 


LE | * 


will ſuffer (I know ) the Word of Exhortation and 
Admonition which the Text brings you, to be Strong 
in the Grace that ie in CHRIST FESUS :, And tho” it 
be brought you at this time by the Leaſt and the 
moſt Sinful among his Brethren, you will Reyerently 
teceiye it as ſpoken from GOD unto you. © 


I 


7 
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I WOULD with Reverence and with Authority 
from GOD beſpeak the Aged Taſtors Preſent, — J, 
Fathers, be Ie Strong in the Grace that is in CHRIST 
JESUS: And we your Sons believe that we hear 
you this Day Bleſſing us in the Name of CHRIST, 
and asking for us much of His Grace and Spirit 
and Charging us to ſeek it for our ſelves. Bleſſed 
be GOD for that Strength in Grace which we 
have ſeen and do ſee in Thoſe that have gone before 


us; the LORD our GOD be with us as He was 


with them, and double of the Bleſſed Spirit upon us 
which He put in them. We wiſh a great Increaſe 
of Strength to them that are Strongeſt, and with 
high Complacency, ſhould we Emulate them that 
do moſt Excel. The mean while, what Cauſe for 
Se/f-Refiexion and deep Humiliation may the Senſe of 
our Feebleneſs and Weakneſs miniſter unto us. 


O my Brethren, : 


DID we conſider Seriouſly, when we undertock 


this Great and Holy Miniſtry, the Strength of 
Grace it called for? Did we with ſuitable Humi. 


lity and Fear, with many Tears and Prayers, ſeek the 
neceſſary Supplies of Grace? Have we. by the ſame 
Courſe Improv'd and Grown 2 What Strength have 
we attained unto this Day, after that we have been 
ſo many Years employed in this Work of the LORD? 
What need have we to be abundant in Prayer for 
our ſelves and for one another, that we may find 
Mercy and receive Power from GOD to be Faith 


ful in this high Truſt. 


' O' THE Tenor and  Anguiſb which our Doctrine 


ſhould ſtrike a Graceleſs Miniſter with! Are any of 


us utterly deſtitute of Saying Grace when we Hans 
l e | 2 1 * $6 - bn : L : 
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ye Strong in it? How ſhould our Countenance 
change, and our thoughts trouble us; the joynts of 
our Loyns be looſed, and our Knees ſmite one againſt 
mother“ As his did who faw the Hand come 
qrth out of the Wall and write Tekel over againſt 
tim — Thou art weighed in the Balances, and art found 


gmtnge- | 


O HOW much worſe is it in Us than in Others, 
and how much worſe will it be for Us than for 
Others, if we are Etrangers to that Grace of GOD 
which we Preach to others? What Horror ſhould 
it ſtrike us with to think of coming in the laſt Day 
into that Wretched Plea, Mat. 7. 22. Lord, have we 
"mt Propheſied in thy Name? and to receive that dread. 
ful Anſwer — I know you not. Indeed ſuch a Plea 
made by a Wicked Miniſter is the Greateſt Self- 
Acuſation, and will be the Reaſon of an Aggravated 
Damnation. For this is the Condemnation, to be 
Deſtitute of true Holineſs under our Relation to 
GOD, Conſecration to Holy Services, and Mi- 
nſtring unto the Sanctification and Salvation of 
others. . 9 


THIS Argument is in the moſt Solemn manner 
bandled by Biſhop Bull, in his Companion for the Can. 
adates of Holy Orders; and 1 think his Awful Words 
well worthy to be Repeated in this Audience. The 
" Prieſt that is not cloathed with Righteouſneſs, 
".tho* otherwiſe richly Adorn'd with all the Orna- 
ments of Humane and Divine Literature, and 
' thoſe Gilded over with the Rays of a Seraphick 
Prudence and Sagacity, is yet but a Naked, Beg. 
' garly, Deſpicable Creature; of no Authority, no 


of Intereſt, no Uſe or Service in the Church of GOD. 


The Unholy Teacher, let him Preach never ſo well, 
J Eo ,. 


« Diſcourſeth to little purpoſe. There will be no 
Life in his Doctrine, becauſe his Life is ſo deſti. 
« tute, of the Spirit of Holineſs; he will ſooner 
« Damn his own Soul, than Save any Mans elſe. 
« His Diſcourſes tho' Arm'd with the moſt power. 
« ful Oratory, will ſerve to move no other AﬀeR;. 
« on in his Hearers than that of indignation againſt 
« his Hypocriſie and Impudence, to hear him Excel. 
« Jently Declaim againſt thoſe things of which he i; 
« Notoriouſly Guilty - Such a Man ſerves to 
« the worſt Purpoſes, to make Men Atheiſts, Inf. 
« dels and Hereticks. — He Sins with the higheſt 
« Aggravation of Guilt, and the leaſt hope of his 
« Repentance. He is the greateſt and moſt deſpe. 
« rate Sinner. What Remedy 1s likely to work 
« this Mans Cure and Repentance? Will the dread. 
« ful Menaces and Threats of GOD's Word Aﬀeright 
« him? No; theſe are daily Thunder'd out of his 
 « own Mouth, and yet to him they are but Bruty 
& Fulmma, Will the Gracious Promis of GOD 
& Allure him? No, he daily Charms his Hearers 
„ with theſe, but remains himſelf as the Deaf 
«© Adder.-— And ſo that Excellent Diſcomſe goes on. 


I AM fure it highly concerns the Miniſters of 
CHRIST to have ſuch Awful Thoughts as theſe fami. 
lar with them. And when we hear them our Bel 
may tremble, our Lips quiver at the Voice, Rottenneſs enten 
into our Bones, and we tremble in our ſelves, that wt 
may have Reſt in tbe Day of Death and of the Eternal 
Judgment. 2 ES 


_ WHEREFORE let us labour to be Strong in the 
Grace that is in CHRIST JESUS, that GOD may 
own us and our Miniſtry, uſe us now to Serve unto 
His Honour and to the Goodof Souls, and e 
— Ce a 


after with Joy and Glory. Let us be Stron 
ee that Men may Reverence us and give Glo: 
to GOD, and not abhor the Offerings of the 


ſerve at the Tabernacle and the Altar. If the 
[ufor is not Strong in Grace. how will. the Flock 
anguiſh and famiſh, 

he that are begotten to CHRIST under his Mi- 
niftry ? Yea what a Burthen and Penance will 
the Ordinances of the LORD be to the Prophane 


Holy Offices he ſpends his Life in ( In what Dark- 
neſs muſt he live in the midſt of Light, and in 
what Diſorder and Confuſion thro' the Regret of a 
carnal mind - and the Rebukes of his own Conſcience. 


TO Conclude, It is a Time of Decay; let Us 
therefore the rather be Strengthning the things that 
remain and are ready to Die. 
and His own Work in our Hands Let us lift 
up the hands that hang down and the feeble knees: 
Let us have Truſt thro' CHRIST to GOD. ward, 
that He will proſper us if we do fincerely De. 
yore our ſelves to Miniſter to His Glory; We 
may do all things thro' CHRIST ftrengthaing us. 
Wherefore watch ye, ſtand faſt in the Faith, quit you 
lite Men, be Strong, 1 Cor. 16. 13. Act up to your 
high Obligations, by Pureneſs, by Knowlege, by 
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10RD becauſe they can r help deſpiſing, them thar 


and what Weaklings will thoſe | 


and Senſual Miniſter ? His mind ever averſe to the 


Let GOD revive us, 


Long-ſuffering, by Kindneſs; by the HOLY GHOST, 


by Love unfeigned; by the Word of Truth, by 
the Power of GOD, by the Armour of Rightesouſ- 
neſs on the Right Hand and on the Left. Be ge 


hong therefore and let not ya hands be weak, for 
your Work fhall be rewarded. nee ES nt, 
7 15 . Ein api 1110 
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THE Grace of GOD is All-ſufficient, and that 
is Engaged for us. The Promiſes in CHRIST are 
eno' to Incourage us, and make us Strong in the 
LORD, while we are nothing and worſe than 
nothing of our ſelves. Let us remember the Bleſig 
of Levi, the Thimmini and the Urim, . Illumination 
and Holineſs, Gifts and Graces requiſite: for their 
High and Holy Calling, are with GOD's Holy 
Ones. We have a Merciful and Compaſſionate His, 
Prieſt, touched with the feeling of our Infirmities. 
And there is a Great Sacrifice for the Prieſt-hood, 
The HOLY SPIRIT was poured out upon the 
Firſt Miniſters of the Goſpel, and CHRIST has 
promiſed to be with thoſe that ſucceed them unto 
the End of the World. He holds the Sars in 
His Right Hand. They are His Gifts unto His 
Church, and of His fulneſs He will ever ſupply 
it with thoſe whom He will ſee Qualified and 
Furniſh'd for, and Spirited, Aſſiſted and Proſper'd 
in His Service. And Bleſſed is the Perſon, who. 
ever he be, whom He Enables, and counts Faith. 
ful, and puts into the Miniſtry. If their Labours 
and if their Dangers are Great ſo will their Rear 
be in the Laſt Day: they ſhall ſhine as the Stars 
for Ever and Ever; and the Stronger they are 
now in Grace the Higher they ſhall be in Glory 
oo a 1 


1 Mr Second Rüdre mall be to Them fler 
are Candidates for the Miniſtry: To the Students who 


are Deſigned and Devoted by the Will of their p 


Parents and by their own Choice to the work of the 
Miniſtry. Our Sons whom GOD raiſes up for Troplets 
and our Young Men for Nazarites. To You our Text 
brings a very Serious and Suitable Admonition in 


your Preparations for Service in the Church of 


CHRIST. 


YA th 4 ys 
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CHRIST. How ſhould you Study and Labour and 
are Pra) for Abundant Meaſures of Grace to ung and 
105 furniſn you for the Undertaking this Sacred and 

"MW iwvful Work? What need is there that you firſt: 
eſt get the bleſſed Experience of a Change in your 
110 own Heart, and of a fixed growing Devotedneſs of 

und to the Study of Divine Truths, and to the 


In Padice of + Holineſs ? How Sober-minded and 
TK, Grave in your Deportment ſhould you be, not 
200 alowing your ſelves: in any Levities and. Gaities: 


whereby any may juſtly deſpiſe your Youth. Re. 
the Nereace your ſelves, that others may Reyerence 
has Nou already, for your Humility, Modeſty, Seriouſ-— 
bels of Spirit, and a .vifible Devotion in GOD's 
Houſe. Watch already in all things, and Pray 
ily to GOD to keep you, that you may do 
nothing to unfit you for Service and to Grieve 


Ply CD's HOLY SPIRIT. Flee Youthful | Luſts. 
ers rudy your Bible. Give your ſelf to the Reading 
ho. Nad Meditating in GODS Word. Dirett and Sub- 
ith. Nerdinate all your Studies unto that, and govern 
urs em by it. Do not act raſhly in a thiog ſo So- 
„n! mn as the Entring on Publick Preaching. My - 
ar: Nehren, be not - many Maſters, knowing that we; ſhall re. 


ate the greater Condemnation, Jam. 3. J. 

. 1 7 3 , : „ <4 ec 
LET me. adviſe our Worthy Young: Miniſters and 
dents to read Seriouſly Biſhop Bulls Viſitation Ser- 
on on thoſe, Words: Alſo the Venerable Mr. 


= bwles his Taſtor Evangelicus: Mr. Baxters Reformed” 
jeir or, and Dr. Burnets Ta ſtoral Care. Thoſe Trea- 
the ien may wonderfully ſerve under the Bleſſing O0 f 
6; D to form our Candidates for the Solemn. Un- 
err (faking the Work of the Miniſtry; And for a 


artern to you take Biſhop Beveridges' Private Ibo 
of Nen Religion. There is. not a better Mama * 
. E 3 | 
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I know of, after the Bible, whereby our Candidate; 
for the Evangelical Miniſtry may well direct and fix 
their Principles and their Reſolutions, by the 'Grace of 
GOD, before they enter on any Publick Miniſtra. 
tions; yea and after they are Entred. It is ever 

new and freſh with me, and more and more pun. 

and quickning, the oft'ner I look into it; 
and I wiſh our Young Men that direct their Stu- 
dies to the Service of the Sanctuary would make 
it their Vade mecum, and carry it about with them. 


BUT I. leave it to Thoſe who have the Honour to 
be the Tutors of our Yourh, to direct them with more 
Propriety and Authority, and to Imprint on them 
the Awful Regards that become them in their En. 
tring on the Sacred Imployment. Bleſſed be GOD, 
we ſee from Year to Year many Tokens of the Fa. 
vour of GOD to theſe Churches, in the New Sta: 
That appear and ſhine among us: Youths of good 
Learning, of bright Parts, of conſpicuous Modeſty, 
_ Gravity, Sobriety, Vertue, aud we truſt true Sandi. 
ty. Theie are our Hope and Crown and Foy. And 
OD is my Witneſs, with wkar Eſteem and Love 
I bring you the Admonition this Day, That you be 
Strong in the Grace that is in CHRIST FES, that 
vou _y Excel all that have gone before you; if 
GOD p ſo to Bleſs you and Honour you. 


YOU had need to be Efſtabliſh'd in Grace, be. 
Cauſe your Times are like to be harder than. ours; 
more Looks and Careleſs, more Evil and Trying. 
Remember what you have ſeen of GOD in your 
Fathers, who yet remain before you, and are going 
from you. Will you take up their Mantles and 
cry to their GOD. You have the ſame GOD and 


His free Grace to look unto. You have their Pray- 
5 | £ 1 ers 
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ers and Bleſſing coming on you, that GOD would 
Repleniſh you with every Good Gift, and that you 
may live and Excel to His Glory. 5 
HAVE a Sacred Regard to the Great End of the 
Evangelical Miniſtry : That you muſt propoſe to 
our felves now as you begin, and thro* all your 
After-life, to be Inſtrumental to Convert -Singers 
from the Errors of their Ways, and ro ſave Souls 
from Death. And I will only add, Do not depart 
from that Way of Worſhip, nor thoſe Rules of Di, 
tipline, wherein you have been Educated, any fur. 
ther than you can Seriouſly and Conſcientiouſly 
judge, that the Salvation of Souls, and the Power of 
Practical Godlineſs will be better promoted in. the 
other Way. I deſire no better Rule whereby to Go. 


vern or Juſtify my Principles, relating to matters of 


Order, Church Government, and Modes of Worſhip. - 


III. I PROCEED now to. Addreſs my ſelf ro 
tou in Turticular, my Dear Brother, and Worthy Collegue; 
who are this Day to come into che Paſtoral - Rela. 
tion with me unto this Flock of CHRIST, All, that 


L have faid already has been meant in a more ef. 


cial manner unto b, and for Dur ſake it has 


een prepare. I choſe to ſtand here to Day to 


Preach unto Yor, and to Charge Du awfully from 


60D, Thou therefore-my fon, be Strong in the Grace, &c. 


YOU will ſuffer! me to beſpeak you as your: 
Elier Brother in reſpect of Years : And GOD knows. 


how much I feel of a Fathers Heart toward you. 
Prom a Child you | 
it is my Honour this Day and great Reward, if 
it has ſerv'd any way under the Bleſſing of CHRIST 


to Beget you unto CHRIST, to Confirm you in His 


Truths and Wayes, or to Form you for His Service. 
YOU 


have fat under my Miniftry, and 


_ 
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YOU are the Gift of our Aſcended SAVIOUR to 
us this Day. We deſire thankfully to receive you 
from His Gracious Hands, and gladly lay our hangs 
pou you, to Pray over you and Bieſs you in His 
Name. We Bleſs GOD for the Great Meaſure of 
Miniſterial Gifts which He has adorn'd you with, 


And we hope that we have ſeen much of His Grace 


in you. And it gives us Reaſon to hope that you 
will be Strong therein, if you continue in Stu 
and Prayer with Humility, and diligently improve 
your Happy Talents in the Service of CHRIST, 


THE Place which Providence. fixes you in requires 
that you be * Stronger in Grace: whether you 
conſider. the n it ſelf, for as our SAVIOUR 
has ſaid to, us, 4 City ſet upon an Hill cannot be bid; 
or whether you confider the Bin ning and Shining Lights 
which GOD has ſet up already in theſe His Can. 
#leficks; or the Weakneſs and Dimneſs of Hm with 
whom you are to ſerve, and that the Congregation 


may grow Strong under you, 


_ T' WOULD Charge you therefore from GOD. to 
be very Humble and Lowly in Heart; ſenſible of the 
Greatneſs of the Work you are Engaging in, and of 
your own 9 1 N therefor: That you be there. 
fore very much in Sipplicat ion and Prayers to GOD 
for continual Conduct, Influence and Supplies of 
Grace: That you be Vatchful, Circumſpect and Ex- 
emplary in your whole Converſation and Behaviour: 
That you have and exprefs always a Holy Zeal for 
GOD, an ardent Love to Souls, the higheſt Concern 
for your own Soul, , and that you make the Souls of 
the Joung Teople of the Flock your ſpecial and In- 

you 


* 


ſtant Care. 
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YOU owe the higheſt Love and utmoſt Services 
to the Families of this Flock, who have ſo Unani— 
mouſly Choſen you to be their Paſtor, with as many 
Expreſſions of Affection and Eſteem as you could 
expe& or deſire in ſuch a Caſe. Be frequent in 
Viitmg them, the Poor as well as the Rich, eſpeci- 
ally in their Afflictions, and bear their Sorrows, and 
let your Viſits be Uſeful at all times. I have alrea- 
dy led you thro the greateſt part of the Congrega- 
tion, bur am ſenſible we have miſs'd many, ſome of 
whom we know not where their Habitations are, and 
ſhould be glad to know them that we may do our 
Duty to them alſo. They are your Charge, GOD 
make 'em your Crown. 


YOU are now in the Vigour of Youth, Devote 
your I'rme and Strength to GOD, and ſtrengthen 
my Hands as my Decline comes on. Take heed now, 
jor the LORD has choſen you to build up His Sanctuary 
here; be ſtrong and do it. You are to Renew now the 
Publick Dedication of your ſelf ro the LORD, as I 
im perſwaded that you have in Secret Solemnly done 
it on this Occaſion. Do it this Day thankfuliy, and 
with holy Fear and Trembling. I Conclude with 
wiſhing you Gace, Mercy and Trace from GOD the 
FATHER and from ow LORD FESUS CHKIST. With 
that Salutation the 4fo4/e begins this his Epiſtle 
to Timothy : And he, concludes it with the like Be- 
nediction; The LORD FESUS CHRIST be with thy 
eparit, Grace be with you. Amen. 


IV. AND Laſtly, I Apply my Seif to the 
Church and Congregation, uſually Meeting in this Place. 


BRETHREN and Beloved mn CHRIST, Be you alſo 
En/arged ; be ye Strong likewiſe in the Grace that is 
| | in 
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| in our LORD JESUS. This ſhould be your care 
i under our Miniſtry. We impart to you by the he] 
5 of GOD our Spiritual Gifts, to the End that thro 
i His Bleſſing on our Labours you may be Eftablifhed, 
i As ye have therefore received CHRIST JESUS the 
I LORD, ſo walk ye in Him; 7ooted and built up in 
| Him, and ſtabliſoed in the Faith, as ye have been taught 
Abounding therein with Thankfgiving For it 1s a 
ood thing that the Heart be Eſtabliſhed with Grace. 
1 You need much Grace to do your Duty, to keep 
1 the Faith and finiſh your Courſe with Joy. Let 
| your Profiting appear. Grow in Grace. and in the 
i. Knowlege of CHRIST. Let your Faith grow ex. 
T ceedingly, and the Charity of every One of you 
| all roward each other Abound ; that we may give 
nn Thanks always to GOD for you, and Glory in you 
a in the We e of GOD. For now we live if 9e 
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! Land faſt in the Faith. And the LORD make you to 
„ increaſe and abound in love one towards another W. 
| and toward all Men; to the End He may /tabli/o W' 


jo your hearts unblameable in Holineſs before GOD even 
| our Father, at the Coming of our LORD JESUS 
0 CHRIST with all His Saints. 55 | 
z DOUBTLESS, My Brethren, You find Cauſe for 
much Humiliation this Day before GOD, that under 
V+ the Means of Grace enjoyed by you from your 
[ | | Youth-up, your Strength in Grace is yet fo. ſmall, , 
©: FW Wherefore humble your ſelves together before the 
j LORD, and 7enew your Covenant together to be the 
2 IL OROD's People and to walk in His Ways, with a 
| mameore free and fixed Heart all your Days. 
| i I WOULD Dire& my Exhortation to You joyntly , 
F and ſeverally, according to the Authority with which 
1 CHRIST has veſted me. 5 = 


11 
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0 THE Deacons of the Church I Exhort that they 
aue ie Grave, holding the Myſtery of Faith in a pure 
Conſcience, ruling their Children and their own: 
ſhea, . Houſes well : for they that have uſed the Office 
the da Deacon well, purchaſe to | theraſelves a good 
„ in Degree, and great Boldneſs in the Faith, which is 

* CHRIST JESUS. Even ſo muſt their Vives be 


* ce, not Slanderers, Sober, Faithful in all things. 
len rob that are Rich in this World I Charge from 
* 60D, that you be not High-minded, nor truſt in 
the ncertain Riches, but in the Liying GOD, who 
ex. giretn us richly all things to Enjoy. That you! 
you % Good, that you be rich in good Works, rea- 
vive N to Diſtribute, willing to Communicate; lay ing 


up in Store for your. lelves a good Foundation, 


7 tat you may lay hold on Eternal Lite. 
ha LET the Poor of the Flock truſt in GOD, be Rich- 
%%% i Faith, and Heirs of the Heavenly Kingdom. 
Us THE Aged Men 1 Exhort, as becomes ſound 


Doctrine, that they be Sober, Grave, Temperate, 
Hund in Faith, in Charity, in Patience. 


THE Aged Women likewiſe that- the be in Be- 
haviour as becometh Holineſs; not falſe . Accuſers; 


ou | | 
all not given to Wine, Teachers of Good things; that 
the Ntbey may teach the Loung Women: to be Sober, to Love 
the their Husbands, to Love their Children; to be 


\ a Diſcreet, Chaſte, Keepers at: Home, God, Obedi- 

It to their Husbands, that the* Word of GOD: 
be not Blaſphemed. | | 

ly HUSBANDS Love: your Wives: as CHRIST Loved | 


ich Ihe Church; and: Jer: the Vife ſee that: ſhe! Reves 
: [ence her Husband. D we DE 573 W 27101 2 580 
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3 AN OR DIN ATION SERMON.: 


YOUNG Men likewiſe I Exhort to be Sober Mind. 
ed; to be Strong and Overcome the. Evil one. 
Children, Obey your Parents in all things, for this 
is well pleaſing unto the LORD. Fathers, bring 
up your Children in the Nurture and Admonition 
of the LORD. CLervants, Obey in all things your 
Maſters according to the Fleſh, in Singleneſs of 
heart, as fearing GOD. Maſters give. unto your 
Servants that which is juſt and equal, knowing 
that ye alſo have a Maſter in Heaven. 


FINALLY, I put you in mind to be Subject 1 
Principalities and Vewers, to Obey Magiſtrates, and to 
be ready unto every good Work; and "Thoſe that 
are in Magiſtracy among us I Exhort to approve 
themſelves the Miniſters of GOD unto us for Good, 


AND thus Brethren you ſee that you are all of jon 
zn your reſpeFice Dlaces and Relations under the Charge: 
of GOD, and need to be Strong in Grace to Anſwer 
your Obligations. Be Strong one and another, he 
Srrong all ye Teople of the Land: As the Prophet ſometime 
faid ; and ſtrengthen the Hands of your Miniſters, 


PRIZE the Means of Grace which you do Enjoy, 
and diligently attend en GOD's Ordinances. Be 
Strongly Principled, and abide ſtedfaſtly in the 


Truth. Let not an Indifferent careleß Spirit, with an 


Earthly Worldly one grow upon you. Be not toſſed 
to and fro, with every Wind of Doctrine and 
ready to Change. How weak is .the Reed ſhaken 
with the Wind Unſtable as Mater thou ſbalt never Excel, 


- WATCH over one another in Love. Diſcharg: 
Four Truſts. wh wang whether Publick or Private 
ones. Follow after Peace with all Men ad flo. 

RS | | Lineſs, 
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AN ORDINATION SERMON. 39. 


fines. Follow the things that make for Peace, and 
whereby one may. Edifie another. 


FINALLY Brethren, Tray for id, that the Word 
of the LORD may have free Courſe. and be Glo- 
rified. Receive Him gladly in the LORD whom: 
ou have Choſen and Called, and who gives him 
{elf this Day unto the LORD and to you.” Think 
your ſelves related 0 him, and that you may not 
decently nor juſtly call him to Day and leave 
him to Morrow. Eſteen him highly in love, for 
his Works ſake. Keverence and Honour the Gifts 
and Graces of GOD in him, Submit to Him in 
his Office, and acknowledge him as having Rule 
over you, and Obey him in the LORD: as One 
that is to Watch for your Souls and muſt give 
an Account, that he may do it with Joy and not 
with Grief; for that is Unprofitable for you. 
dupport him chearfully and honourably in his Work, 
for the Labourer is worthy of his Hire. The Pub- 
lick Maintenance alone will not do; Imitate there. 
fore the Laudable and indeed Neceſſary practice 
of theſe Churches, in their private Aſſiſtances to their 
Ainiſters. Particularly you may much help him in 
Serying CHRIST and the Souls of the Poor and, 
Pious ſometimes, if you will pleaſe to lodge a 
ſmall part of your Yearly Charity in his hands, to 


J Diſtribute in his Viſiting the Poor and the Sick. 


Be not eaſily, ſuddenly, cauſcleſsly offended at him. 
People hurt their own Spirits, as well as wound 
the Soul of their Miniſters when they are ſo. Bur 
ſand. by, aſſiſt and defend him from Injuries, that. 
when he ſees your friendly faces he may thank 
GOD and take Courage. But above all, let him 
ſee you profiting under his Miniſtry. This will 
learten him in his Work; and to endeayour that 

| | 15 


4% AN ORDI NAT TON SERM ON. 


is to be kind to your ſelves. For his Strength of 
Grace is for your Benefit, for your Conſolation and 
Salvation; a means to make you Strong likewiſe: 
even as your doing your Duty toward him tends 
to render Him the Greater Gift of GOD's Grace 
to you. 5 1 


I HAVE Sincerely lead you into ſuch Choices 

which I tho'r the beſt for this Church; and I think 
the People of the Town may truſt their Miniſters, 
that they will faithfully do the like on all- Orcafions, 


GOD: make Him a Great Bleſſing to You, and 
Fou to Him. May he have many Seals of his Mi. 
niſtry among you, and ſee you Strong in the 
Grace that is in CHRISF JESUS ; His Comfore 
and Joy now, and his Crown of Rejoycing in the 
Day of CHRIST. | | | 
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QUESTION. L. 


Mr. William Cooper, 
E have been already 


it may pleaſe GOD 
the Fatber of Lights, 


to fill oh with the Abundant Mea- 


ſures of the Gifts and Graces of His 
Holy Spirit: And we have been Ex- 


horting and Directing you unto 


thoſe Things whereby you may be 
Strong in the Grace that # in CH RIS T 


FESUS. 


IT Remains now that we Receive 


from you, ſome Proofs of the Spirit and 
Grace of CHRIST 1n you : ſuch as 


may be proper to this Great Solem- 


I nity before you, 


NOW, the firſt Requiſite in 2 
Goſpel Miniſter i is, that he be Sound 
in the Faith: that he knows, and 
that he firmly Aſſents to the Truth 


A 2 2 


g — 
— 
—, 


praying for you, that 


— . Hd 0 
6 6 ad — — 
* 
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A 


” Confeſſion 
as it & in FESUS. This you are to 


preach to Others. 1 
I deſire you therefore to Confeſ, 
as in the Sight of GOD, and before 
this Great Aſſembly, what that Faith 
2, which you truly believe your ſelf, and 
ſolemnly Engage to preach to others, 
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_ FORASMUCH as the Glorious 
z Tim. 1. 11. Goſpel of the BLESSED GOD is 

; now to be committed to my Truſt; 
and my Work in the Goſpel will be 
1 Theſ. 3. 2. to Eſtabliſh and to Comfort thoſe to 
whom I am ſent concerning their 
Faith : It ſeems but Juſt and Proper, 

that you ſhould receive ſome Satis- 

Gal. 2. 5. faction that the Truth of the Goſpel 
dàdaoes continue with me; and that! 
ſhould Confeſs with my Mouth, thoſe 


Rom. 10. 9. Thing: which I believe ia my Heart, | 


and 

of. 

5 -* AND this is what I am now about 
3 Pct. 3. 15. to do with Meekneſs and Fear, fo 
far as thro Grace, I have attained 


in the Knowledge of the Myſteric 
: EL 1 1 ; ; : 5 ; 5; 1 1 5 


* 


all put the Brethren in mind 


5 


\ of the Goſpel: hoping that the So- 

lemnity hereof, will ſo Impreſs my 

Mind with theſe things, as that T 
ſhall continve in them, and give the r Tim. 4. 26, 
more earneſt heed unto them. 


[ Believe that God : For the In- Heb. rr. 6. 
riſfble things of him, from the Crea Rom, 1. 20, 
tion of the World are.clearly ſeen, 
being underſtood by the things that 
are made. | CE 
BUT touching the Almighty, we job 3. 23. 


cannot find him out. 


THIS is the Meſſage which I have x Joh. 1. f. 
heard of him (and I believe it is 

True) that GOD is Light, and in 

im is no Darkneſs at all: But yet 

2 ro us Clouds and Darkneſs are 

ound about him, and we know not 

bow to order our Thoughts of him, Job 37- 19. 
r Speech concerning him by reaſon 

mn Darkneſs. | 55 


1 Believe Incomprehenſibleneſs to be 

o Divine Attribure ; and that tis only Fro. 30. 3, 4. 
J OD Himſelf, who fully knows Hs 
imſelf: I would therefore look i- 
he Revelation which he makes of 


— 


oy 


IIai. 8, 26, 


Nece 


lead us into à True Knowledge off © 


Salvation. — de 


the Ola and New Teſtament. 


A Confe Non 
Himſelf, to know what to belies 5 


concerning Him. 1 9 0 


I Believe GOD has Reb 2 
much concerning himſelf, and divine 1 
Things, as is _ neceſſary for us to f. 
know. 5 | at 


"7 moſt readily PR bs, De- 


ficienc 2d of Natural Light, and the K 
ty of Divine Revelation, to. 


GOD, our 19 th and the aer 


I Believe Divine Revelation s to be 
Wond no where but in the Books of 


Theſe J Believe to be of Divine 
e and Aut bority. 


Tbeſe I would make the Fou in 
from whence to draw all my Know Tri. 


ledge, the Touch-ſtone to which tf fror 


bring every Doctrine; and whatereſſ Sub 


does not agree hereunto I will RY ties, 
ject, as not having the Light of Tru Act 
in it. My Under ftanding I would 12 Beir 
111 ml - 


eu ine moſt Profound Veneration ſubmit 
to the Great Myſteries therein Re- 
vealed, nothing doubting, but that 


. 


g whoſe Underſtanding is Infinite, Pal. 147. 5. 
ne may Reveal Things too Wonderful 
to for it to know, too High for it. to Pfal. 139. 6. 
nan BOMBS: e Ii 5 s 0k 
TO Theſe then L apply my ſelf ts 
know what GOD is: And 'by them 
fd, that the LORD our GOD is Dev. 6. 4. 
One LORD, Over all, Bleſſed for Rom. 9. 5. 
erer: A Being Self-Exiſtent, and Joh. 5. 26. 
Self-Sufficient 3 the Fountain of all Jam. 1. 17. 
Being, P er fection, and Bleſſedneſs: : 11 0211 
From Everlaſting to Everlaſting; the Pal. go. 2. 
fame yeſterday, to day, and for ever: 
In his Nature Spiritual, in his Being Joh. 4. 24. 
Incomprehenſible, in his Perfection: mY AF 
ne Matchleſs and without Compare. 


From Theſe I alſo fnd, that there is 
n the Unity of the GODthead, a © 
IIinity of Perſons, diſtinguiſh'd One 
oF from the Other in their ways of 
eubſiſting, by their perſonal Proper 
<Y ties, and by the different Parts Ney ' .7 29 
Jaa; yet One in Eſſence, Equal in 1 Jobs, 5. 
being, Perfection and Glory, This 
N | 27 


- 
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4 cel. 

$a Myſtery I firmly Believe th 
Truth of, but awfully Adore the 
M—_— 


I Believe divine Honours are equal 
ly to be paid to each of thefe per- 
| ſons: that all Men are to honor 
Joh. 5. 23. the Son, even as they honour the 
Father; and that Perſons are to be 
Baptized in the Name of the, HOLY 
. GHOST, as well as of the Father 
JJ vas 


Heb. 11. 3. BY Faith I Underſtand that the 

Worlds were framed by GOD. Even 

the Heavens of Heavens, where is 

the Reſidence of his Glory, wa 

4 framed by him: And thoſe Bright 

Intelligences, who are the Glorious 

| Inhabitants thereof, and continually Min: 

Colo. 1. 16. fant in his Prefence, derive thc 
Beings from Him. 

HIS Almighty Power bronght ths 

lower World into Being; and il x 

Cen. 1. 1. Wiſdom diſpos d all things into this 0 

„Beantiſal and Hamnonious Order 


? 
8 
* ＋ o . 
* 1 
IN | | 
— — 


—— '"/ | 
— 1 


of FAITH. . CH 
N which Divine Work 7 Believe 
the Agency and Influence of the Son 
and Holy Spirit : For what things 
ſoerer the Father doth; theſe alſo Joh. 5. 19. 
loch the Son likewiſez and by His Gen. 1. 2. 
Gririt, the Eternal Spirit who mov'd 

the face of the Waters, He Job 26 13. 
bath Garniſhed the Heavens. ö 


| Believe 2 GLORIOUS PRO- 

VIDENCE exercis'd over and to- Pal. 103. 19; 
rards all things: The Thrones and Job. 18 
Dominions above are under its Em- 

vice; ſo are the Devils in the Pit Rev. 2. 20. 
kelow : It orders and difpoſes ths .; 7 8 
reat Affairs of States and King Pſal. 22. 28, 
ioms, and thoſe of particular Pers Prov. 29. 20 
ons ; nor is the moſt Inſignificant Mat 6. 25, 
rub, or meaneſt Inſect, below: its _ 4 
rain Care and Cognizance: Non | 
ang comes to paſs by chance, but 

1 thoſe Motions and: Events, which 

us ſeem moſt Fortuitous and Co” Co, 16.33. 
wal, I belles A divine Diſpoſal. 


But in nothing 40 1 fd. the Concern 
| 60D to appear ear niqre, or Has Per 

an fo ine Brighter, than in G 155 
emption of Mankind ; Which leads 
me a me 


7 + 
9 


8 — 


. © into a Covenant of life with him, ,; 
<© upon Condition of Perfect Obe- 


4  Confeſſron . 


me to the Confeſſion of many Grey 
Truths Relative thereunto. 


firſt Holy and Happy, in his own G 
Image, after his Likeneſs; ** Entred 


e dience ; giving to him ſuch a ſtock 
of Grace as might be ſufficient for. 


which He was pleaſed to try his 


demnation. 


did voluntarily offend, by which one 
Act of diſobedience, we all are made 


him. TE She 
THE particular Prohibition with Hor 


Obedience was, That he ſhou'd nc 
eat of the Tree of Knowledge 0 
Good and Evil; againſt which h 


Sinners; thro' that Offence judg 
ment is now come upon all to Con 


F- „ 8 ; 
* os _ g 4 f F o  & " = Ce MS 


rn, ir 


BUT I Believe that GOD had - 
from all Eternity, Purpoſes within 
himſelf, to Glorify the Riches of his 2 Thel. 2. 13. 
Grace, in the Redemption and Sal- | 
ration of ſome of the loſt Children 
of Men. 5 

THE Way and Method of which, 
[ Conceive to be Concerted and Stay 
ed, in an Eternal Counſel of Peace, Zech. 3. 13, 
or Covenant of Redemption, wherein Pal. 89. 3. 
each of the THREE Perſons in the 
Adorable Trinity did Concur: where- 
in appears the Wiſdom of GOD in — 
1 Myſtery, even the hidden Wil> 1 Cor. 2. 7. 
dom, which GOD ordain'd before | 
4eFtie World unto our Glory. | 


THEN did the Father lay our 
help on the Son, as on one that was 
Mighty, promiſing that his Hand J _ 89. 19, 
mould be with him, and that his 
um alſo ſhould ſtrengthen him: 
no Then did the Son voluntarily under- Pal, 20. 8, 9, 
rake to be a Mediator betweed God 
chhnd Man, and in ſuch a way as 
might ſecure the Honour of GOD's s -*©* 
I olineſs, and the Rights of his lu. 
_— - nm _ | 


of Confeſſion 
ſtice, to bring 2 certain Number J 
Rey. 21. 57. (whole Names Were written in the Prie 
| — Lambs book of Life) into a ſtate offff the 
_ . favour with him, and unto Eternalll Int 
Blefſedneſs: The Ever-Bleſſed Spirit 

likewiſe readily Offering to do hi 


part, and to apply Redeeming Gtace 
to the Souls of the Elect. 


Accordingly I Believe that! in the 
_ > fulneſs of time, the Eternal Word 0 

Job. x. * was made Fleſb, by a Miraculous ; 
re Conception in the Womb of a Vir- 
gin. 4 


I Believe the Myſterious Union of f. 

Iſa, 9. 6. the Divine and Humane Nature in 
EY the Perſon of CHRIST, © fo as tha . 
© He is GOD. and Man in Toff bor 
* Diſtin& Natures, and One Perſonffloy 
for ever. Is 


I Believe that He as Our Redeemer 
executes the threefold Office, of az, 
Prophet, of a Prieſt, and of a King. Wc: 


4 Nechswe him as a Trachir come from 
GOD. to inftruct Men in the Will}. 
of GOD for theit Salvation: He b 
the Meſſenger of the Covenant, theo, 
Faichful AT” Ti rue Wnt * He 


x 
— Ea e) Le = * 
- _ © 
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of F AIT H. 43 
He i a Merciful and. a Faithful High Heb. 2. 17. 
del pre, to make Reconciliation for 
oll che Sins of the People, and to make 
all lnterceſſion for the Tranſgreſſors: If. 53. 12. 
He appear d once to put away Sin by Red. 9. 25. 
the Sacrifice of himſelf, by which Feb. 16. 14. 
Offering he hath perfected for ever 
them that are Sanctified. And he now Heb. 9. 12. 7, 
zypears in the Preſence of GOD tor 25. 1% 
5, making continual Interceſſion, in 
the virtue of that Satisfaction, which 
he once for all dyed to maxe. 

And He u a Prieſt upon his Throne, 1 
and he ſhall bear the Glory, and ſhall Zech. 6. 13. 
ſt and rule upon his Throne. 


I Believe that as he was delivered 
for our Offences, fo he roſe again for 
our Juſtification : He was dead, but 
5 alive, and lives for evermore. Rev. x. 1 


Rom. 4. 25. 


O—— 
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I Believe that He afterwards Aſcen-Joh. 20. 17. 
ed up into Heaven, and is now 

. Nſeated on the right hand of the 

Throne of the Majeſty in the Hea- 

rens: Angels, Authoritys, & Powers Heb. 8. r; . 
being made Subject to him; and tis 
Adminiſtration of the Kingdom of 
Hoyidence put into his Hands, 


4A 2 onfeſf on 


I Believe that after He Aſcendeꝭ I th 
on high, he ſent forth the HOLYI C 
S IRIT, to carry on and effectuatel Re 
Joh. 16.7, 13. his Mediation for GOD with Men, I 0. 
; and to abide with his Church for 
. 


14 


— This HOLY SPIRIT is ſent forth N tot 
Joh. 14. 16, into the hearts of the Elect, to work I bet 
in them every Gracious and Saving I per 

Diſpoſition and Qualification. Cl 


I Believe the Neceſſity of a Change ke 
Joh. 3. 3. in the Nature of all thoſe who are NO. 
made Heirs of Eternal Life: They Wet | 
muſt be born again, and made Par- 
takers of a New and Divine Nature; Way 
muſt have their Minds enlightn'd, Wand 
their Wills perſwaded, and their Nin; 
Souls purified, which can be effected Meck, 
only by the Immediate Operations 
of the Bleſſed Spirit. 


There is a Change alſo in the 
Rom. 8. 1. State of Theſe: They are brought] 
'- © out of a State of Guilt and Condem-E 
| Rom. 3. 24. nation, into a State of Pardon andſſfi.; 
| Juſtification ; are accepted with 
GOD, and accounted Righteous 5 | 

= os i 


| 


his ſight, thro* the Righteouſneſs of Phil. 3. 9. 
the Active and Paſſive Obedience of 
CHRIST, Imputed to them, and 

Receiv'd by Faith of GOD's own Eph. 2. 8, 


Operation. 4 


I Believe that the Saints of GOD 
ſhall perſevere in Holineſs, and never 
totally fall away; that He who has 
begun a good Work in them, will Phil. r. 6, 
perform it unto the day of JESUS | 
CHRIST. All that were given to ag 
the Son, in the Eternal Covenant of Joh. 6. 37, 
Redemption, ſhall come to him, and? 
none ſhall be able to pluck them out 


- 


of his Hands, but he will keep them 1 Pet. 1. „ 
by his mighty Power, againſt that 


ay when they ſhall be called for, 


ind not one of . hall be ag 
ung, but each preſented faultleſs, Jude 24; 
fore the Preſence of his Glory. 5 | 


I Believe that at Death, the Souls 

of Believers, are made Perfect in Holi- Heb, 12. 23, 

5, and do enter into Glory and Bleſ . 
neſs, while their Bodys being Uni- 1 Theſ. 4. 14; 
el ro CHRIST, do ſweetly reſt in 
heir Graves, till the Reſurrection. 3 

bur that che Spigits of the Wieked, 
5 are 


— 
* 
- 


F 
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Jude 6. are Reſerved in Chains of Darknef, of 
q unto the e of the Grea A 
Day. | | an 


3 Believe 8 Chriſt will Fn 35 
Mat, 28. 20. have a Church in the World, and in I Ef 
it a Seed that will ſerve him, and be br: 
Pſal. 22. 30. accounted to him for a Generation. of 


E P "= 7 Rabe that CHRIST is the aloe (] 
PR. 1. * King and Head of his Church, and that I ge 
Mat. 23. 8. none elſe has Power over our Faith, ſy, 
—=S Cor. I. 24: or Dominion over our Conſciences: the 
And that he has as LORD over his Nn 
Eph. 4. 8. 11, own Houſe, appointed the Offices i in all 
14 - i, and the Qualifications, Durys and Mage 
| Privileges, of thoſe who ſhall ſnſtain 
chem; and alſo the ſeveral parts of 1 
His Worſhip, which are to be kept ¶ Lor 
pure and entire, as they were e deli. rey 
verd to us. 55 


Tbere are but two Sacrament 1 th N 
N Neu- Teftament, Baptiſm and the Go 
how. + 4.11. Lord's- Supper, Which are as Seals Pai 
"a the Covenant of Grace: The el 
4 1. former is the Initiating Seal, Wherein 
by being Waſhed with Water, 1 in the 

Max, 28. 19. ow" of che Father, of che Son, ant 


a 


— 
— 2 
7 oo | 

| | 


of FAI TH. ” C 
fl of the Holy Ghoſt, we are ſolemnly 
Amitted into the Viſible Church, 

and Conſecrated to the Service of Gal. 3. 29; 
the Living JEHOVAH. The latter | 
ys appointed for our Growth and 

in Eſtabliſmgment in Grace, wherein by Joh. 6. 55; 
be breaking of Bread, and pouring out 57. 7 
n. Jof Wine, and ſolemnly giving and 
receiving the ſame, the Death of 


- 


A 


* 


m CHRIST is ſhewn forth, and the 1 Cor. 10. 16] 
at I Benefits thereof convey d to every | 
h. Nworthy Receiver. In theſe and other 

s: Ithe appointed Means of Grace and 

115 Holineſs, we are to continue ſtedfaſt, Ads 2. an; 
ua the Aſoended Redeemer COINES Cor. 11. 26; 
ng gain - 5 A FV 


1 look for the Second Coming of our Acts 1. 11. 
Lyd Jeſus Chriſt, when he will be 

zreal'd from Heaven with his migh- 
Angels in flaming fire, to take 2 Theſ. 1. 7] 
lengeance on them that know not 8, 10. 

GOD, and have not .Obeyed his 

Golpel; but to be Glorified in his "39 
ants, and Admir d in all them tha 


believes. 


m | > 5 : . . 5 N | 

. Believe the Reſurrection of the Dead, ASS 24. 2 
: 2h of the Juſt 35 of the Unjuſt, 
„„ . „ 


* 
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in order to a final Judgment; and 
Joh. 5. 24. that CHRIST has e to exe 
„ this Judgment. 


7 Believe that i in the Great Day, 
the Righteous ſhall be openly Ac- 
Mat. 10. 32. knowledged and Acquited, and put 
into the poſſeſſion of the Kingdom 

Mat. 25. 34. prepared for them, from the found. 
F tion of the World: While the Wicked 
Pſal. 9. 17. ſhall be turned into Hell, with all the | 
Goran that forget GOD. | 


Rev. 22. 6. Theſe Sryings are faithful ol Tn: 

- Theſe (by the help of God) I ſhall 
fir 3. 13 affirm conſtantly, knowing of whom" 
2 Tim. 3. 14,1] have learned them. 


My Apprelienſion of wels T hing 
I muft Confeſs to be but Imperfec 
K. and Confus'd; but it ſhall be m 
Prayer to the Father of Lights, tha 
my Knowledge may grow up to the 
KRiches of the full Aſſurance of Un 
Colef, 2. 2. derftanding, in the Myſtery of GOD 
even of the Father, and of CHRBT 


Queſt a 


i 
II 


of FAITH. 
QUESTION I. 


SIR, 


E have ſeen one | Proof of CHRI ST 
ſpeaking i in you. Hold faſt this Form of 
md Words, in Faith and Love which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Take heed unto thy ſelf and to 
thy Doctrine; for in ſo doing, thou fhalt both 
are thy ſelf and them chat hear thee. 


ues Nevertheleſs, it is not Eno barely that you 
alſſÞ: Orthodox and Knowing in the. Truth; but 
Jou muſt ſee to it, that your Ends be right, in 
four undertaking the Miniſterial ee and 
the Paſtoral Charge. 


| Wherefore let me further Ak you, 14 


nl What are the Ends, Aims and Motives, which 
hats Incline you to Enter into this Holy Caling, and 
5 vbich you purpoſe to Govern your ſelf in it ? 
b 


ANS WE R. 


I am very ſenſible that 1 mut ** to it, that 


iy Aims and Ends. be right and good, if l 
” C 2 Vou'd 


10 4 Confifion 


wou'd Approve my ſelf to GOD, and be Ac- 
cepted of him; and that if J am Influenc'd by 
any Selfiſh or Carnal Views, even my Sacred 
Performances will be thereby debaſed and pro- 
phaned : I am alſo ſenſible that Corrupt Glances 
are but too Natural; but this I hope I can fay, 
that whatever of theſe there may be, I do not 
allow them, I do Renounce them; and that 
T wou'd make the Advancement of the Common 1n- 
zereſts of Chriſts Kingdom, and the Common Salva- 
tion of precious Souls, the Governing Deſign of my 
Miniſtry. or Y b | 


QUESTION III 


The End and Reaſous which you have men- 
tioned, are truly Noble and Excellent, and ſuch 
as ought to Influence you in vour whole Con- 
fuct. Great alſo is the Difficulty of purſuing 

them ſteddily, and of acting up unto them in 
any ſuitable manner. | 


Have you then Conſider'd ſeriouſly, Re- 
ſolv'd and determin'd upon thoſe Rules and 
Atethods for your own Conduct, both in Public 
and in Private, as à Chriſtian and as a _—y 


— 36.0 „ W 
2222. ͤ⅜ er nas tu 
5 P's 8 


Dy 


AI 
by which you hope in ſome meaſure to anſwer 


and reach unto thoſe Great and Worthy 


ENDS propoſed by you? 
ANSWER. 


I am ſenſible that the Mini ſter implies the 
Chriſtian, and that the good Effects of my Mi- 
niſtry upon Others, does in a great meaſure 
„ cepend upon the Holineſs of my own heart and 
J Wife: 1 wou'd therefore take heed to my ſelf, and 

keep my own Vineyard; and firſt feek after an 

Experience of the Work of Grace in my own 

Soul, and to exhibit the Power of it in my own 

Life. The Word of GOD I wou'd make the 

Rule of my whole Behaviour and Converſa- 
ton, that ſo I may be an Example to the Believers 
Yi Word, in Converſation, in Faith, in Love, in 
ch Humility, in Purity and Gravity, and may give 
no Offence in any thing, that the Miniſtry be 
5 Wnt blamed. Se 5 


As a Miniſter I ſhall endeavour to perform 
all Miniſterial Duties and Labours, both public 
3 and private. 5 


ie Lam ſenſible (God make me more ſo) of my 
n Deßeiency in Knowledge as well as Grace + 
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g and Enforce. 


faithfully witneſs. 


and Exerciſe that Holy Diſcipline which he 


and Perſecution ſhould ariſe becauſe. of the 


I therefore purpoſe to give my ſelf to R 
Meditation, Prayer, and diligent Study, Is 
ally of the Holy Scriptures, which are able E ſ 
make the Man of GOD chroughly turniſh'd. : 
0 


The Truths of the Goſpel 1 will Endeavour 
faithfully to diſpence, and not keep back any a 
our of the Counſel of GOD. l] 


The — of the Goſpel I will Inculeai 


Againſt Sin in every Inſtance of it, I will F 


'To every particular Perſon T will, as I am 


| able, give their Portion 1 in due ſeaſon. 


The Worſhip and Inſtitutions of Chrift, 1 
mall corona: to obſerve in the Purity of them, 
according to his Holy Word ; and to Maintain 


has Inſtituted i in his Church without partiality, 


But concerning what I ſhould do, if Trouble 


Word, I would be very Jealous -over my ſelf: 


. yet I truſt that thro* the Power of Chriſt reſting 


pon me, I ſhall be Enabled to ſuffer for theſÞg 
Truth, yea to ſcal it with my blopd, rather Fl 1 
detray = 


FATER 
Fo move and quicken me to all which, I 
+ mall Endeavour to affect my ſelf with the 
0 Worth of Immortal Souls, and the Danger of 
Imy own; to get and preferve an awful ſenſe 
b the bonds of GOD upon me, and the ſtrict- 
neſs of that Account which I muſt ſhortly give 
wp to che chief Shepherd at his Appearing. | 


Theſe Purpoſes and Refolutions I would 
make in an humble Reliance on the Grace of 


GOD, in à fenſe of my own inſufficiency ; © | 


zking the Prayers of the Miniſters and People 
of GOD for me, that I may find Mercy and 
Grace to be faithful herein unto the Death. *; 


i QUESTION IV. 
7 This is a good Profeſſion of holy Reſolutions 
*Wcfore many Witneſſes. Our Prayers to the 
0D of all Grace are for you, that you may 
Enabled to perform. Remember awfullyy 
hat Theſe are ſo many holy Vows with which 
Jou have bound your Soul. 


To Conclude then, Do you is the Preſence of 

0D, Angels and Men, freely Deditate, and entire= 

| Foe #7 gour ff io the A TR 
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Work of the Miniſtry, accepting of the Call wh, 
you have Received from this Church and Congregaiy 
and promiſing by the Help of GOD, to diſcharge | 
Office of 4 Paſtor unto them as jour . particuli 
Charge, and as the Flock over whom the Hi 
Ghoſt makes you an Overſeer ; Altho' you are t; 
be Ordain'd a Miniſter in the Catholic Vid 
Church of our LORD JESUS. . 
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I do: Beſeeching them to continue to ſtrive tog 
ther with me in Prayers to GOD for me. 


We ſhall proceed then to the ſetting you 
apart in the Name of the LORD, by Pray 
and Impoſition of the Hands of the Presbytery, accor 
ding to the Direction of the Goſpel, 


